[Intrinsic brain activity with pain].
Besides the responses to nociceptive stimuli other neural function modes of the brain are necessary to obtain a comprehensive understanding of pain processing in humans. During a resting state without extrinsic stimulation the human brain generates spontaneous low frequency fluctuations of neural activity. This intrinsic activity does not reflect random background noise but is highly organized in several networks. Based on the findings of recent functional imaging studies, the role of these resting state networks in acute and chronic pain is discussed.